
CLAYBROOKE PARVA PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Claybrooke Parva Parish Council held on 9 January 2019 in the school hall Claybrooke Parva commencing at 7.30pm.

In attendance: Councillor I Robertson Incoming Chairman, Councillors G MacArthur, C Allen. District and County Council Councillor R Page.
7 members of the public

Welcome
To enable a lawful meeting to be opened Councillor Page took the Chair under statutory authority. This was required because after recent resignations the council has no Chairman, Deputy Chairman or Clerk. To enable a lawful meeting to be conducted Councillor Page volunteered to act as Clerk for the duration of the meeting. These additional procedural steps and the Chairman's discretion have required changes to the published Agenda
Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor MacArthur and unanimously agreed. RESOLVED that Councillor Page without prejudice act as Clerk for the duration of the meeting.

19/01	Apologies for Absence
None received.

19/02	Declarations of Members Interests
None received.

19/03	Election of Chairman
Nominations were invited for the election of Chairman of the Claybrooke Parva Parish Council to hold office for the remainder of the 2018/19 year.
Councillor Robertson was nominated by Councillor MacArthur and seconded by Councillor Allen. There being no further nominations it was
RESOLVED that Councillor Robertson be elected Chairman of the Claybrooke Parva Parish Council for the remainder of the 2018/19 year.
Councillor Robertson took over as Chairman of the meeting from Councillor Page.

19/04	Acceptance of Minutes
Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor Allen and unanimously agreed
RESOVED that the Minutes of the meeting of Claybrooke Parva Parish Council held on 21 November 2018 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

19/05	Matters Arising
Copy of the adopted revised Standing Orders to be put on the council web site and a copy on the village notice board.
Action: Councillor Robertson


19/06	Co-option of Two Councillors
There being two casual vacancies for councillors Mr G Hart and Mr N Blackhall were nominated by Councillor MacArthur and Councillor Allen. The chair asked the meeting if there were any further nominations. Mr W Fantham was nominated by Mrs D Thorp. There being three candidates a secret ballot was held of the councillors. The acting Clerk conducted the election and the count was assisted by a member of the public who kindly acted as an independent witness.
It was moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor MacArthur and unanimously agreed RESOLVED that
(1) Mr Graham Hart be co-opted on to Claybrooke Parva Parish Council with effect from the next meeting of the council after acceptance of Office and signing the Declaration.
(2) Mr Neil Blackhall be co-opted on to Claybrooke Parva Parish Council with effect from the next meeting of the council after acceptance of Office and signing the Declaration

(3) The Council website to be updated with changes. Copy to be placed on the village notice board.
Action Councillor Robertson

19/07	Public Participation
Matters raised by members of the public:

Memorial Trees
Miss M Shropshire wanted to record her thanks to the council for confirming permission to replace the two memorial trees that had been removed from the Green. Both trees had now been planted.

Resignations
Could the council explain the reasons for the recent resignations of the Clerk and the two councillors. The chairman advised that resignations were private to the individuals concerned.

Keys/Council Computer/Office Equipment
Who holds (1) the keys for the notice board and the car parking post (2) the computer and other equipment items purchased for use by the Clerk. The chairman confirmed they were all held by the council.

Salt Bins
If salt bins are purchased by the council could one be provided on Western Drive. The chairman suggested that due to the cost involved options would be explored using the newsletter.

Wind Turbine
Suggestion the council consider a wind turbine as it could provide an income for the village. Suggestion noted.

19/08	District and County Matters
Councillor Page gave a verbal report. I have kept in regular contact via telephone and email with Councillors and the Clerk updating and advising on issues concerning the Parish Council and assisting with concerns the Parish Council has raised. Councillor Page wished to record her thanks to previous and present Parish Councillors. She had been saddened by the criticism of the Parish Council and suggested a line be drawn under this. She hoped everybody could form positive working relationships as partners and residents to move forward positively with mutual respect and good communication.

Councillor Page suggested that the council may like to consider (1) Making contact with the local association of councils for new councillors training courses. (2) Improving communication so that residents can be closer associated with council decisions. (3) There is a governance review coming in May 2019. The parish council consultation will give residents the opportunity to decide if they want the Claybrooke Parva Parish Council to amalgamate with the Claybrooke Magna Parish council.

19/09	Finance
(1) To note the bank accounts reconciliation as at 31/12/2018 showing a balance of £5339.43. Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor MacArthur and unanimously agreed RESOLVED that the bank accounts reconciliation as at 31/12/2018 be signed and dated by the Chairman and Clerk.

(2) To consider and approve the accounts for payments and receipts.

Payments in the period

	Date
	Chq
	Amount
	Payee
	Description

	21.11.18
	942
	
	CANCELLED
	

	28.11.18
	943
	£	150.00
	P.McCray
	Salary November 18

	28.11.18
	944
	£	324.00
	The Gardener
	Grass cutting Sept/Oct/Nov

	31.12.18
	945
	£	282.18
	P.McCray
	Salary December 18 + Hol Pay



 (
3
)
31.12.18	946	£84.01 P.McCray
£	840.19

Clerk Final Expenses


NB
Clerks Expenses were made up of postage £12.67, mileage and parking £28.46, Telephone
£42.88.
Clerks Salary November had £50.00 for additional hours worked
Clerks Salary December had £50.00 for additional hours worked plus £132.18 for accrued holiday pay to 31.12.18

Receipts in the period


	31.10.18
	Interest
	£
	0.63

	30.11.18
	Interest
	£
	0.61

	11.12.18
	BHIB
	£
	100.00

	
	
	£
	101.24




	Balance B1Fwd@ 31.10.18
	£6078.38

	Plus Receipts
	£ 101.24

	Less Payments
	£ 840.19

	Balance C/Fwd
	£5339.43

	Balance as per Bank
	£5339.43




Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor Macarthur and unanimously agreed RESOLVED that the accounts presented to the meeting be authorised for payment and any receipts listed be noted. All payments having been authorised by two councillors.

Payment was raised to Rich & Carr Solicitors to the value of £286.00 for completion of services re registering the Land known as 'The Green' Claybrooke Parva. RESOLVED to be authorised and paid.

(3) To consider the draft budget for 2019/20 so the precept can be set for the next financial year. Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor Macarthur and unanimously agreed RESOLVED that the council accept the precept agreed for the 2019/20 financial year of £4,950.00 and this figure to be submitted to the Harborough District Council. Due to the council being without a Clerk the Chairman is to send an email to District Councillor Page to ensure the precept application is forwarded to the Harborough District Council.
Action Councillor MacArthur

Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor Macarthur and unanimously agreed RESOLVED that the council approves the existing reserves at a figure of £4600.00.
(4) To resolve that the authorised signatories in the current bank mandate for accounts detailed in section 1.3 of Nat West Business Banking Single Mandate be changed with section authorised signatories with immediate effect.
Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor MacArthur and unanimously agreed RESOLVED that Robert Harrop, Sarah Milnes and Phillipa McCray be removed as authorised signatories from the Parish Council bank account.
Action Councillor MacArthur

19/1O	Contract for grass cutting of the Green 2019
Councillor Robertson noted there appeared to have been general satisfaction and no complaints about the grass cutting of the Green. The existing contractor 'The Gardener' had offered to keep to the same price of £1215 for 2019 and it was agreed the council would renew the contract.
Moved by Councillor Robertson seconded by Councillor MacArthur and unanimously agreed

RESOLVED that the council award the contract to 'The Gardener' to cut the grass on the Green 15 times in the year and remove the cuttings for the contract sum of £1215.00.
Action Councillor MacArthur	·


19/11	Planning
No applications have been received

19/12	Correspondence
Previous items are understood to have been dealt with and no new correspondence has been received.

19/13	Community Activity/Enhancement and Environmental Issues.
Solicitors have advised the council that the ownership of the Green has been registered with the Land Registry. The registration certificate will be available at a future date to be considered at the next meeting. The top end of the Green has been cleared. A call for plant donations and volunteers was very successful.  The chairman wanted to record his thanks for the sterling effort and there will be a full report in the next newsletter.

19/14	AOB at chairman's discretion.
(1) Newsletter to be an agenda item for the next meeting.
(2) Employment of a new Clerk to be an agenda item for the next meeting.
(3) Website - councillors to update and maintain the website with agenda, minutes, standing orders, etc until such time as a new Clerk is employed to take over.
Action All parish councillors
(4) It was noted that the published date of the next council meeting was incorrect. The next council meeting will be on Wednesday 20 March not Tuesday the 19 March.
(5) An activity of some form of celebration to be organised to raise funds to re-paint the village sign on the Green. To be an agenda item for the next meeting.
(6) Miss M Shropshire volunteered to evaluate the condition of Green lane to help the council prepare an action plan for maintenance and improvements.

Date of next meeting Wednesday 20 March in the school hall at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman of the meeting -	-- ... ... ... ...
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